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human mind. In this course, we investigate language by asking the question, “What do you know
when you know a language?”
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Students in this course will gain a basic understanding of the components of language, how they 35 out of 35

work together, and how we deploy our knowledge of language in daily life. Most importantly,
students will come out of the course with the intellectual tools necessary to critically evaluate
claims about language in the popular media. Finally, students will also gain an appreciation of the
amazing capacity for language that all humans share.
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Characteristics of Japanese—accented English in Oki’ s Speech

1. Introduction

Oki is a Japanese influencer who uploads videos for both Japanese and

English speakers on Instagram and YouTube, @okki_eigo, @Qoki_japan
_is_yabai, @& - & —L 5TV, @QJapan is Yabai(crazy). He was born and r
aised in Japan. After working for a few years, he studied in Canada

and learned English.

Oki speaks English fluently in the videos intended for Japanese s

peakers. However, he speaks English in a way which emphasises the character



istics of English spoken by native Japanese speakers. This difference will
be the focus in the non—standard dialect section. Japanese adults are known
for the tendency to insert vowels between consonants (Tajima, 2002), and ot

her features mentioned in later sections.

In this paper, I will discuss linguistic features that I observe i
n his YouTube videos and compare his English to the typical characteristics
of English spoken by Japanese speakers. In the sounds section, I will discu
ss vowel—insertion. In the grammar section, I will discuss subject—auxiliar
y inversion. In the non—standard dialect section, I will discuss how he cha

nges his way of speaking English.

2.  Comparison of sounds

As noted in the introduction section, one of the characteristics of

Japanese—accented English pronunciation is vowel—-insertion. Speakers with a
Japanese accent tend to pronounce the word ‘test’ as [tesuto] instead of

[test] and the word ‘desk’ as [desvkv] instead of [desk]. This feature co
mes from the phonetic inventory of Japanese. In Japanese, the sounds mostly
consist of one consonant and one vowel. Therefore, Japanese syllable struct
ure strongly influences Japanese—accented English, resulting in vowel epent

hesis. In this section, I will show vowel—insertion in Oki’ s speech.



In videos for English speakers, Oki consistently inserts vowels
after consonants in positions where they would not occur in Standard Americ
an English. In the video titled ‘Learn Japanese Through Real Life in Japa
n, this feature can be observed often. Oki says ‘Today, I speak many Jap

anese.  (Japan is Yabai (crazy), 0:10), which is pronounced as [tude a1 sep

ikeo mani japanize].

However, some people may say that these are not the results of
natural pronunciation as Oki tried to emphasise the Japanese characteristic
s. We can observe these traits in the video in which Oki speaks English nat
urally. In the video titled f‘The unique aspects of Japan that you only not
ice after a foreigner points them out (ZFE AIZHH IV THID TR HAD
¥k X),” he says ‘Why is that?’ as [wai iz 0at]. Although the epentheti
¢ vowels are not emphasised as much as in the previous video, we can still
observe vowel—-insertion. It is said that the later a speaker begins learnin
g a second language, the harder it is to acquire the phonetic inventory of
that language (Flege et al., 1999). Since Oki started learning English when
he was in his 20" s, the fact that we can still observe vowel—insertion in

his speech is consistent with these findings.



3. Comparison of grammar

One grammatical feature that Oki demonstrates is his formation of

yes—ho
questions. He consistently asks yes—no questions by raising the in
tonation at the end of declarative sentences instead of using the s
tandard English question structure with subject—auxiliary inversi
on as shown in the video titled ‘The unique aspects of Japan that yo
u only notice after a foreigner points them out(/E AIZiEHi& L TH)
HTHI < HANEZ &), For instance, he says ‘You climbed?’ (@& - &

— BTV, 2026:6:55), instead of ‘Did you climb?’

In this example, the auxiliary verb ‘did’ which normally appe
ars in Standard American English as the marker of a yes—no questio
n through subject—auxiliary inversion does not appear. As a result,
the sentence stays in the word order of declarative sentences. Japa
nese generally forms yes—no questions without subject—auxiliary i
nversion. Instead, it keeps the same word order as declarative sent
ences and raises the intonation at the end to mark yes—no question
s. Therefore, Oki’s question formation can be interpreted as transf
er from Japanese syntax to English.

Although the auxiliary verb ‘did’ is absent, the verb still expre



sses past tense with the bound inflectional suffix ‘—ed.’ In yes—no
questions in Standard American English, past tense is expressed th
rough the auxiliary verb ‘did’ and the head verb ‘climb’ appears wit

hout its bound morpheme ‘—ed.’

4. Phrase Structure

Figure 1 represents a phrase structure tree for the sentence ‘People

in overseas

text a lot more than Japanese people.’ (Japan is Yabai(crazy), 2026:;5:06).
First, the sentence can be divided into NP and VP (S—NP VP). Using ‘do s

o’ replacement test, the sentence can be written as ‘People in overseas d
o so.  This shows that ‘People in overseas’ 1is NP and the rest is VP. Lo

oking at NP, although f‘in overseas’ 1is ungrammatical in Standard American

English, I analyse Oki’ s original speech. ‘In overseas’ can be substitut
ed by a pronoun ‘there’ . From pronoun replacement test, ‘in overseas i
s a constituent. Since it contains a preposition ‘in,  this is PP. Theref

ore, NP consists of N ‘people’ and PP ‘in overseas’ (NP—N PP).

Moving to VP, since ‘Japanese people’ can be substituted by the
m, this is a constituent and forms NP containing adjective ‘Japanese’ and
noun ‘people’ (NP—Adj N). In this analysis, ‘than’ 1is treated as a pre

position. Therefore, ‘than Japanese people’ forms PP(PP—P NP). The expre



ssion ‘a lot’ functions as a single constituent despite consisting of two
words. Therefore, ‘a lot’ 1is treated as a single constituent. The express
ion ‘a lot’ modifies the comparative adverb ‘more.’ The phrase ‘a lot
more than Japanese people’ can be categorised as an adverb phrase (AdvP).
Thus, VP consists of V ‘text’ and an AdvP ‘a lot more than Japanese peop

le,” which consists of AdvP ‘a lot more’ and PP ‘than Japanese peopl

ST e
N /FK vV AdvP

Adv  Ady P NP
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5. Non-Standard Language

Oki shows some features which are different from Standard American En

glish.

In addition to the phonetic feature noted in the Comparison of Sounds secti
on, some other phonetic features can be observed in Oki’ s speech, which in

clude R/L merger and B/V merger. These features are commonly observed among



Japanese learners of English. However, these characteristics are emphasised

in the videos for foreigners.

Although these features are different from Standard American Eng
lish, having these characteristics does not indicate a lack of knowledge of
English or incorrect English. Non-standard varieties have linguistic rules
and they are not deficient versions of standard varieties. Instead, they st
rongly reflect the influence which Oki’ s first language has on his English

speech.

In addition, these features may contribute to his identity as a v
ideo creator. By emphasising these features, he presents his connection to
the Japanese community for a foreign audience. This may become an appealing
aspect of his content because his audience is interested in Japanese cultur

e to some extent.
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